Speech by

Stirling Hinchliffe

MEMBER FOR STAFFORD

Hansard Tuesday, 7 August 2007

COMMUNITY SERVICES BILL

Mr HINCHLIFFE (Stafford—ALP) (5.48 pm): | rise in support of the Community Services Bill, which
has been a key initiative of the Strengthening Non-Government Organisations Strategy of the Beattie
government. The Strengthening Non-Government Organisations Strategy was launched in August 2005
and a $26.9 million budget was approved and allocated over a four-year implementation period. The
strategy has genuinely engaged the whole of the community services sector and a huge amount of credit
must be given to the Minister for Communities, the Hon. Warren Pitt, for that outcome.

The minister is warmly recognised by the sector for his strong commitment to non-government
organisations and the delivery of quality services for Queenslanders when they need them most. The
strategy comprises a range of collaborative activities between the Queensland government and the
community and disability sectors and is being led by the Department of Communities. The aim of the
strategy is to look at better ways of providing practical support to the non-government organisations
delivering services funded under the Communities portfolio.

In addition to the Community Services Bill, for example, the Building Links Funding program and the
multitenant service centre pilots are encouraging sharing and collaboration between non-government
organisations and other stakeholders in the community and disability sectors. To date, the Building Links
Funding program has provided over $1.2 million to 45 organisations to develop business case proposals
for collaborative activities or to implement planned collaborative activities.

A range of workforce development initiatives is helping to respond to workforce shortages and to
skill sector workers to better respond to clients. One of these, the Communities-VET Partnership, is a
statewide program that is delivered collaboratively by the Department of Communities and the Department
of Education, Training and the Arts. When the program was developed it was expected that over a four-
year period approximately 1,000 community and disability workers would participate in a variety of training
and development opportunities. Sector workers throughout this project are able to receive recognition of
prior learning and work experience, undertake additional training to obtain formal qualifications and
develop skills that will help them and their organisations meet client needs.

Figures at March this year showed that 165 workers had completed recognition of prior learning,
with 91 of these workers achieving a full qualification through this process. A further 189 workers are
currently completing recognition of prior learning in their workplaces. This program is exceeding target
expectations as sector workers from various sector occupations embrace the opportunity to have their
skills recognised or learn more about the community and/or disability services sector. This is evidenced by
the large number of expressions of interest in joining the program—indeed, some 1,150 workers since
February 2006.

The Online Resources initiative has seen the development of a web site, the Community Door,
which supports non-government organisations with their internal business systems and to improve their
service delivery to clients. For example, the web site includes tools, information resources on aspects of
management, funding and reporting, as well as providing links to many useful web sites, case studies on
collaborative practices and free subscription for three years to Management Support Online, a resource
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that provides a comprehensive suite of information, online skills development, tools and resources to help
community organisations improve their business processes and service delivery.

The Strengthening Rural Communities Strategy funded by Blueprint for the Bush is another closely
aligned strategy for the Strengthening Non-Government Organisations Strategy and is providing grants
and support funding with a value of over $23 million for three years from 2006 to 2009 to help rural and
remote communities and non-government organisations. For example, $5.4 million over three years has
been allocated to support consortia of organisations proposing to establish five rural multitenant service
centres located in the Blueprint for the Bush catchment area.

Five regional centres—Dalby, Lockhart River, Burdekin, Charters Towers and Longreach—were
recently announced as being successful in securing initial funding of $17,500 to develop business plans for
the development of these rural multitenant service centres. Further funding of up to $1 million would be
available to each location to meet the costs of establishing the combined service centre. While these
particular measures address the needs of rural and remote communities, the Community Services Bill, as
part of the Strengthening Non-Government Organisations Strategy, will provide a modern framework for
funding to well over 800 services up and down the length and breadth of Queensland.

In my electorate in the inner northern suburbs of Brisbane, the services attract their fair share of
funding. This occurs due to a couple of key reasons. Firstly, our local community has traditionally housed a
large number of socioeconomically challenged people. Age pensioners, people living with disabilities,
people living with mental illness and families, at times blossoming and at other times surviving despite
dysfunction, are all well represented in my electorate as | know they are elsewhere. Secondly, the nature of
inner northern suburbs real estate also means that a large number of important statewide community
organisations have their headquarters in my electorate. Organisations such as Mission Australia, the
Queensland Police Citizens Youth Welfare Association, and the Queensland Homicide Victims Support
Group are providing services to communities across the state and have their headquarters in my
electorate.

Another organisation based in my electorate but providing an invaluable service to people across
Brisbane, particularly in the northern suburbs, is the Young Parents Program. In the next couple of weeks
the Young Parents Program will celebrate its 21st birthday. Twenty-one years of supporting teenage and
other young mothers is very worthy of celebration. As | am sure many members in the House will agree,
having a child is an extremely trying experience for all of us, even when that blessing occurs when we are
emotionally, socially and economically ready for it. The young mothers and fathers assisted by the Young
Parents Program often are having children in much more trying circumstances, sometimes without the
support of their families and almost always without a peer group who can understand their situation. These
parents need support desperately. | am sure all members will join me in congratulating the Young Parents
Program on their 21st birthday. On behalf of the Young Parents Program, its clients and the whole of the
Queensland community, | commend the bill to the House.

File name: hinc2007_08 07_98.fm Page : 2 of 2



	Community Services Bill
	Mr HINCHLIFFE (Stafford-ALP) (5.48 pm): I rise in support of the Community Services Bill, which has been a key initiative of the...
	The minister is warmly recognised by the sector for his strong commitment to non-government organisations and the delivery of qu...
	In addition to the Community Services Bill, for example, the Building Links Funding program and the multitenant service centre p...
	A range of workforce development initiatives is helping to respond to workforce shortages and to skill sector workers to better ...
	Figures at March this year showed that 165 workers had completed recognition of prior learning, with 91 of these workers achievi...
	The Online Resources initiative has seen the development of a web site, the Community Door, which supports non-government organi...
	The Strengthening Rural Communities Strategy funded by Blueprint for the Bush is another closely aligned strategy for the Streng...
	Five regional centres-Dalby, Lockhart River, Burdekin, Charters Towers and Longreach-were recently announced as being successful...
	In my electorate in the inner northern suburbs of Brisbane, the services attract their fair share of funding. This occurs due to...
	Another organisation based in my electorate but providing an invaluable service to people across Brisbane, particularly in the n...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


